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It's time to re-evaluate the
frequency of the quilt show,
annually or every other year.
Please read this article in full.

Quilt Spectrum 2026 was
wonderful thanks to Marcia
Ripsch and Pat Silva along
with their amazing
committees and team of
volunteers. We are also
grateful for all who attended
and thankful for our vendors.

So much goes on months and
weeks before the quilt show.
There are meetings, phone
calls, planning, creating
paperwork, publicity,
recruiting vendors, securing
and laying out the venue,
gathering and organizing quilt
entries to only name a few.
During the week of the show, 

some members spent four 10+
hour days on site bringing the
quilt show to life. The quilt
show is a huge undertaking. 

There are reasons to have the
show every year and reasons
for every other year.

Please take time to consider
how often the HAAQG quilt
show should happen. Discuss
with your friends and fellow
quilters/crafters. Please reach
out and discuss with me, in
person, email or text.

During the June meeting, let's
have an open discussion and
vote on how often HAAQG
quilt show should be done.

Remember - HAAQG quilt
show is meant to promote our
guild and our craft. 

Newsletter HANDS ALL AROUND
QUILT GUILD

May 2026 

THE MAGIC OF QUILTING

Our purpose is to
preserve, educate,

promote, and share
in the love of quilting.
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Americana Flower Farm
by Nancy Fuemmeler
 80.5" x 100.5"

Design Source:
Flower Farm Sampler
Shelley Cavanna

President’s Comments
From Connie Jo Carstens



Mentoring - Busy Bees Alert! 
By Molly Barr

In May, we will Slice, Dice, and Sew with AccuQuilt!        Ready to cut your quilting time in half and boost
your creativity? 
Join us on Saturday, May 16  at the Mennonite Church from 9am to 3pm for a fun-filled Sewing Day
featuring the fabulous AccuQuilt Cutting System! Whether you’re a seasoned quilter or a curious beginner,
this is your chance to try the magic of AccuQuilt - the ultimate fabric-cutting sidekick that makes precise
shapes easy-peasy and fast. 

th

For just $10, you get hands-on mentoring, tips & tricks, and plenty of inspiration to take your projects to the
next level.
Don’t miss out - come sew, learn, and slice your way to quilting bliss!
RSVP by contacting Connie Jo or Molly to grab your spot. 

In the years before the technology we all
count on, the guild historian made a
scrapbook for each year the guild was in
existence. The guild has kept these ever-
increasing numbers of scrapbooks in
storage.

Fast forward to when Stormy Helton was
Historian. The guild had its 40  anniversary
and Stormy spent what must have been an
amazing amount of time going through all
the guild records and putting everything on
a flash drive. Thanks Stormy!

th

That means there is no longer a reason to
store all these scrapbooks.

The scrapbooks will be at the May Salad
Supper so you will have a chance to go
through these archives. Please take any
pictures, articles, etc. if you’d like to
remember your favorite guild member or
event before the scrapbooks are recycled.
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Guild Photos from the Past
By: Cheryl Adam

Quilt Batting Donations Needed
By: Connie Jo Carstens
If you have scraps of 100% cotton batting that are at least 4" wide, please considering donating
them to a very worthy cause.

The Bloomington-Normal Sunrise Rotary is looking for scraps of cotton quilt batting for their
pads4girls initiative. The scraps would be used to create washable and reusable cloth menstrual
pads to empower girls in the poorest areas of the world. The Rotary’s mission is to also organize and
fund sewing projects in these areas so that the local residents can make their own pads. Their goal
is to make the sewing projects self-sufficient. 

There will be a bin to collect the scraps at the May Salad Supper.

No Zoom at the May Meeting
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2026 Quilt Spectrum Winners

CATEGORY QUILT NAME MAKER QUILTER
Small Pieced Longarm

Medium Pieced Longarm

Large Pieced Longarm

Pieced Domestic

Miniature

Hand Quilted

Hand Emb / Emb /
Applique - Wool & Cotton

Machine Emb / Emb
Applique - Wool & Cotton

Panels

Modern

Group

Challenge 2025-2026

Block of the Month

Potpourri

Sporty Dachshunds

Tribute to Rosie & Ellie

Antique Garden Party

Farm Girl Vintage 2

Friendly Geese

Santa Fe Surprise

$10.40

Paper Doll

Barnyard Friends

Graphic Jam

Hunder Who?

Magical

It’s a Beautiful Day
in the Neighborhood

Quilted Coat

Brenda Gill

Michelle Jackson

Kristy Mullins

Chris Hataway

Carole Fay

Carole Fay

Becky Carter

Delphina Spangler

Kristy Mullins

Layer & Stitch Quilt Studio

Charlotte Noll

Kim Travers

Nancy Fessel

Jodi Taylor

Karen West

Michelle Jackson

Kim Travers

Chris Hataway

Carole Fay

Carole Fay

Becky Carter

Delphina Spangler

Pat Silva

Molly Barr

Nancy Powell &
Friends

Kim Travers

Jenny Pettinger

Jodi Taylor

BEST OF SHOW

Hunder Who?
by Nancy Powell
and friends

Quilt Spectrum 2026 
By Pat Silva & Marcia Ripsch

It's hard to believe it is now 2 weeks after the Quilt Spectrum. At the risk of repeating, Marcia and I
would like to thank everyone who helped with the show. We are extremely grateful. We are also open
to any ideas and/or suggestions you may have that would make our next show even more successful.
Please email either Marcia or Pat. Thanks!
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Raffle Quilt 2026 - We Made Our Goal!
By: Nancy Simms

Thanks to everyone who donated fabric, sewed blocks, sewed rows, donated
money, and sold tickets. We sold about 4,150 tickets (that's $3,469!) and about
45% of members participated in selling tickets or donating money. We met our
goal of raising just over $3,000 after expenses!

Beth Cox won the Raffle Quilt and was thrilled. (Her husband bought the ticket
when it was displayed at the ARC! Good job, Mr. Cox!) When she picked it up, she
shared that her aunt is part of a group in Fairbury (Tapestry of Love) that makes
sewn charity items including quilts.
  

From Beth: “Thank you and the other ladies for this beautiful quilt. We love it
and it fits perfectly into our home.”
Becca Golladay sold the winning ticket and received a Japanese knot bag featuring a Star Quar block and a $50 gift
certificate to Sewing Studio. Cheryl Adam sold the most tickets and received a zippered bag featuring a small Star
Quar block and a $50 gift certificate to Sewing Studio.  

I reached out to Diane Harris, who designed the quilt and graciously allowed us to use her design. I thanked her and
shared our news. Here’s her response:

Hello Nancy! You better believe I remember your quilt group - lovely one and all! I’m so happy to know you had
success with your raffle quilt and I wish you all the best as you continue to promote quilts, quilting, and quilters. I
considered it a real honor that you’d use my design for your quilt. It has taken on a life of its own and that has been
so much fun!

Thank you for touching base. I hope that our paths will cross again some day at some event we are both enjoying!
Please give my regards to all of your members. I treasure the friendships I have made there!

Best wishes - Diane

Happy May Birthday!
Dee Lyn Balensiefen
Maria Conrad
Vivian Hoette
Carol Ann Harris
Molly Barr
Beth Porter
Karen West
Kelly Cummings Cowles

May 5
May 7
May 7
May 17
May 19
May 20
May 21
May 23

May Birthdays
Since we have the Salad Supper
in May, there is no need to bring
treats. You may be called on at a
future date. Thanks!

If you are relatively new to the guild, you may be wondering,
“What is a Stash Sale”?  Our Stash Sale on August 7 at the
Mennonite Church, is the guild’s main fund raiser. The
proceeds support our speakers and classes. It is an opportunity
for members to offer to other members and to the public,
fabric, notions, patterns and other related quilting/sewing
items in their collection no longer wanted or needed. 

To participate as a ‘seller’, you will need a number and tags to
mark your items. Both will be available at the May meeting.
You will receive 75% of your sales, and the guild will receive
25%.  With your proceeds, you can then buy NEW items for
your collection!

Directions on items that will be accepted, how to mark your
tags, and when to deliver your items will be available at the
May meeting for you to take a picture. Plans are to have this on
our website too.

If you know of a church or community group that sews to
meet the needs of others, please give me their name and
contact person. These groups are invited to come in after the
sale closes to the public and take whatever is left that could be
used for their service needs. Please watch our FB page for
workdays. These days are still in the planning stage.

Stash Sale
By: Ary Anderson
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2025 - 2026
HAAQG Board Members

President
Connie Jo Carstens
HaaqgPresident@gmail.com
Vice President
Diane Cinnamon
HaaqgVicePresident@gmail.com
Treasurer
Carole Fay
HaaqgTreasurer@gmail.com
Secretary
Pat Lynn
HaaqgSecretary@gmail.com
Past President
Ary Anderson
Tax Filer
Kathleen Schwitzner
Block of the Month
Joann Briggs
Community Projects
Cindy Lee & Sara Thompson
Historian
Cheryl Adam
Library
Delphina Spangler & Linda Smith
Membership
Pam Riss
HaaqgMembership@gmail.com
Mentoring Program
Molly Barr
Newsletter
Jenny Pettinger
HaaqgNewsletter@gmail.com
Programs
Open
HaaqgPrograms@gmail.com
Publicity
Open
Quilt Spectrum 2026
Marcia Ripsch & Pat Silva
Raffle Quilt 2026
Kristen Johnson & Nancy Simms
Retreat
Carole Fay & Barb Gallick
Social Media
Beth Porter
Ways & Means
Ary Anderson
Website
Beth Porter
HaaqgWebsite@gmail.com
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2025 - 2026 HAAQG Calendar

2026

May 2026

Area Quilt Shows and Events

May 15 & 16, 2026 * Bishop Hill, IL
Prairie Queen Quilt Club Annual Quilt Show
Bishop Hill Colony School
Quilting: An American Legacy
405 W. Main St, Bishop Hill, IL
9am - 4pm both days
Quilts, gifts, antique shops, museums throughout the village
Civil War reinactment Saturday

May 7
May 16
May 21

Annual Salad Supper & 2027 Sign Ups
Mentoring & Sew Day 9am-3pm
Board of Directors Meeting 6pm
Bloomington Public Library - Conference Room

June 4
June 18

July 9

Aug 6 & 7

Guild Meeting 6pm - HAAQG News & Views
Joint Board of Directors Meeting 6pm
Mennonite Church

Ice Cream Social

Stash Sale

Jun 24 & 25, 2026 * Jacksonville, IL
River Country Quilt Show
Jacksonville High School
1211 N. Diamond Street, Jacksonville
Friday 10am - 5pm
Saturday 10am - 4pm
Admission $10. Group discount for 20+. 
Silent auction, raffle quilt, scissor sharpening, consessions

April 30 - May 3, 2026 * Rosemont, IL
Donald E. Stephens Convention Center
Fiber + Fabric Craft Festival
5555 N. River Road, Rosemont
Hosted by H + H Americas
9am - 4pm each day

April 30 - May 2, 2026 * Arthur, IL
35th Annual Arthur Quilt Show
Otto Center * 2056 County Road 1800 East, Arthur
Thursday & Friday 10am - 4pm
Saturday 10am -3pm
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2026 - 2027 HAAQG Programs

May 2026

Check Guild Website for Supply Lists and Information

September 3-4-5, 2026 - Christa Watson
Christa Watson has been sharing her love of quilting for over 20 years, teaching others to enjoy

every part of the quilt-making process. Her quilting life changed for the better in 2013 when she

discovered her passion for modern quilts and combined it with her style of “perfectly

imperfect” machine quilting. She has curated multiple fabric lines, authored several books, and

created many quilt patterns.

Christa will be teaching the same class on Friday and Saturday. 

In the Walking Foot Wonders & Free Motion Favorites classes, students will learn fast,
fun and forgiving free-motion fills along with fool-proof walking foot quilting designs
that will have you finishing your quilts in no time! Everyone should be comfortable
with a sewing machine and will practice on their own pre-basted fabric and batting
samples. Samples should be about 18" square.

October 1-2-3, 2026 - Chris Lynn Kirsch

November 5-6-7, 2026 - Andrew Lee

In 1987, Chris Lynn Kirsch somewhat impassively took her first quilting class and came away
enthusiastically addicted. She began quilting with traditional pieces, working by hand and with a
machine. She collected antique quilts for their charm and link to the past. Eventually Chris began
designing her own pieces and a passion for art quilts evolved.

Today Chris’ instruments of choice are sewing machines, scissors, and a multitude of handy quilting
gadgets. Her award-winning quilts have been displayed throughout the world. Chris also is the author of
five books, a fun and educational blog, and she’s hosted exciting, international quilt excursions.

October 2 - Modular Memory Quilts - 
Fall into Repliqué Class

October 3  - Seminole Sampler Class

Chris will teach ways to re-create
photographs and even words as
quilt blocks. Then learn Chris’ easy
technique for hanging these
finished blocks together so they can
be arranged and rearranged as the
need to add more blocks presents
itself. Many great techniques to add
to your toolbox.

Simple strip piecing, cross-cutting and straight
or diagonal re-sewing, can add a border that
takes your quilt from simple to simply
fantastic. Samples of several different Seminole
patterns will be made to keep as a reference
for future projects, or they may be stitched into
your own “Seminole Sampler”.

Andrew Lee is a U.S. Army combat veteran turned award-winning quilter who channels his passion for
service and storytelling into fabric and thread. Known as The Combat Quilter, Andrew blends traditional
quilting with modern design, often weaving his military experience into powerful works of art. His quilts
have been featured nationwide, inspiring both quilters and non-quilters alike with their honesty, beauty,
and heart. When he’s not creating show-stopping pieces, designing fabric lines and quilt patterns,
Andrew loves teaching and encouraging others to find healing, joy, and creativity through quilting.

November 6, 2026 - Quilted Jacket
Great way to use an old
quilt or make a new
one. Completed quilt
required for class, 60" x
80" needed for up to
size 18 jacket.

November 7, 2026 - Tactful Tacker

Create wall hanging of sewing
machine using various quilt
blocks.

September 4 & 5 - Walking Foot Wonders & Free Motion Favorites






