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President’s Message 
By Kathleen Schwitzner 
 

CHANNELING MY INNER CUB REPORTER 
 

DATELINE: Raleigh, NC 
 

Kathleen Schwitzner, your intrepid reporter here, scoping out the scene at QuiltCon 2024. There are plenty of 

leads to follow up on, including sightings of traveling guild members, a friend from HAAQG from afar, exciting 

new projects from new fabric lines, and more inspiration than can be expressed in this column. 
 

Our first encounter was with Amanda from the Rocket City MQG in Huntsville, AL. She’s an online friend of 

mine for 15+ years and it was her guild that gave us the idea (and the original set of guidelines) for our Stash 

Sale! It was wonderful to hug her and meet her finally in person! Quilting truly does create incredible bonds. 

Next up on the agenda was the meet-up at High Noon. Eight HAAQG quilters posed for a memorable photo 

op in the glorious 70-degree Raleigh sunshine. 
 

Next up on this reporter’s beat was the vendor hall. All booths were thoroughly investigated for clues to 

quilting awesomeness. Plenty of temptations for all types of quilting endeavors were present. Aurifil now makes 

8wt thread. Color me intrigued! 
 

Last but certainly not least were the quilts themselves. Do not let the term ‘modern’ dissuade you from 

enjoyment of this show; many quilts on display were bright in color but more traditional in layout and 

construction. Some were simply whimsical while others played optical illusions with your eyes. Others were 

sassy while some were thought-provoking. Inspiration was everywhere, 

  

Signing off… 

 

 

My Small World  •  Mary Sanko 



 



March 7th Meeting 
By Ary Anderson 

 

Our March meeting will feature five of our 

Longarmers: Kris Gahm, Karen Goloff, Michelle 

Jackson, Kristy Mullins and Kelly Cummings Cowles 

as moderator. Come, listen and learn, as they 

share information of things we can do to prepare 

our quilt tops that will help them do their best 

quilting. The panel will share some of the things we 

shouldn’t do that makes their quilting of our tops 

more difficult.  Due to a scheduling conflict, Jan & 

Earl Grim will not be able to participate as 

originally planned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wanted: Scraps 

and More Scraps 
By Ary Anderson 

Remember, you can still bring your scraps to the 

March 7th meeting. The mystery scrap bags are a 

very popular item at the Quilt Spectrum. If you 

forgot to bring them in December, you have a 

second chance to clear out those unwanted 

scraps. AND you can help sort ALL those scraps on 

Friday, March 15th at the church. We will meet 

from 9am-3pm. Bring your lunch and stay for the 

day or come and go as your schedule allows. An 

hour or two of your time will be a huge help. There 

is a small surprise for all who come to help. 

 Quilt Spectrum Volunteer News 
By Dee Winterland 
  

The Quilt Spectrum is quickly approaching! Sign Up 

Genius is ready for you to sign up for your favorite 

volunteer activities at the show. All quilters who 

display a quilt are asked to volunteer for at least 

one 2-hour time slot at the Quilt Spectrum or 

volunteer in another capacity. 
 

The Sign Up Genius can be accessed on the 

HAAQG website under Quilt Show tab. You can 

also click here: 

https://www.haaqg.com/2024-quilt-spectrum-

volunteer-sign-up.html  

New items to note: 

• Four volunteers will be needed to hold quilts for 

the quilt appraiser for her 11am – 12pm 

demonstration on Saturday. 

• Hanging the quilts on Thursday is a big job. It takes 

at least 3-4 people to hang a quilt, and with over 

300 quilts, volunteers are greatly needed! While 

Sign Up Genius shows a time range of 10:30am – 

3:00pm on Thursday, even a time donation of one 

or two hours would be greatly appreciated so 

everyone can leave on time. There are ways to 

assist without climbing a step ladder. 

• Drawing for the Raffle Quilt and Raffle Baskets will 

be at 3pm on Saturday. Volunteers are still 

needed to manage the baskets from 3-4pm while 

winners pick them up. 

• Volunteers should check in at the volunteer desk 

where they will be given a sash to wear during 

their shift. This will identify them as a volunteer to 

other HAAQG members, as well as attendees at 

the show. After the volunteer shift is done, the sash 

should be returned to the volunteer desk for 

repeat use. 

• If a volunteer reports for their time and finds out 

they are no longer needed (for example, if the 

mystery bags are sold out), they should report 

back to the volunteer coordinator to see where 

their help is needed. 
 

Each volunteer will receive an admission ticket to 

use for free entry into the Quilt Spectrum in addition 

to their volunteer time. 
 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please 

contact me.  
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Quilt Spectrum News 
By Gwynne Bettisch 
It’s almost time for our 2024 Quilt Spectrum! I 

can’t wait to see all the lovely quilts. Now is the 

time to get them entered to be shown. The entry 

form is available on the website, is included in 

this newsletter, and I will have some forms with 

me at the March meeting next week. We have 

secured a food truck for both days of the show 

from 10am – 2pm. There is a nice variety of 

vendors this year too – 17 of them! There are a 

few that are new or are returning after being 

gone for a bit. Please consider volunteering for 

the show and making items for the Unique 

Boutique. Many hands make light work – so we 

can use all the help we can get. Please feel free 

to reach out if you have any questions. 
 

Quilt Spectrum Appraiser 
By Gwynne Bettisch 
Janette Dwyer will be our featured speaker and 

appraiser at the 2024 Quilt Spectrum. Beginning 

at the March meeting, you may sign up for a 45-

minute appointment with Janette to have a 

quilt appraised at the show. The cost of each 

written appraisal is $40. When you sign up, you’ll 

be given a form that outlines the information 

Janette will need when she is working with your 

quilt. 
 

The board game Monopoly was invented in 

March 1933. 
 

New: Sashes for Volunteers 
By Gwynne Bettisch 

Volunteers at the Quilt Spectrum will be wearing 

lime green sashes that will identify the wearer as 

a guild member. It will be handy for visitors 

should they have a question. At the March 

meeting, there will be 3 sizes of sashes for 

volunteers to try on. We need to determine how 

many of each size to have ready. 

 

 Quilt Check-In  
By Karen Goloff 

A friendly reminder - 
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Quilt Spectrum Categories 
By Karen Goloff 

Here are the categories for the upcoming Quilt 

Spectrum. A few are new and may help you 

when considering your quilt entries. One of the 

new categories came about after a quilt show 

comment that was left on last year’s survey. 

An entry form is at the end of this newsletter. The 

back side of the form describes each category. 
 

• Pieced • 2024 Challenge 

• Applique • HAAQG 2022-2023 BOM 

• Hand Quilted • Youth 

• Miniature • Invitational  

• Modern • Panels 

• Machine Embroidered / Embellished 

• Hand Embroidered / Embellished 

• Potpourri  
 
 

Quilt Spectrum Boutique 
By Ary Anderson 

Just like the quilts on display that make the Quilt 

Spectrum so spectacular, the Unique Boutique is 

dependent upon your contributions of time and 

talent. Please bring any items you have made 

for the boutique to either the March or April 

guild meeting. Please have your name on your 

items, along with a price and if you want your 

items back if they don’t sell. If you want your 

items back, please pick them up Saturday by 

5pm. Since you have made your items, you are 

the best judge to determine the price to 

charge. There will be NO markdowns. The price 

you determine will be the price throughout the 

show. Check the January-February newsletter 

for ideas as well as the following: 
 

• headbands • scarves 

• scrunchies • thread catchers 

• purses • totes 

• pin cushions • zippered pouches 

• placemats • clamshell bags 

• hot pads • wallets 

• oven mitts • holiday or seasonal items 
 

 2024 Raffle Quilt Tickets 
By Kristen Johnson 

We are looking forward to 

being back in person for our 

March guild meeting! It is a 

great opportunity to turn in 

tickets sold and/or pick up 

more tickets. In addition, 

please don’t hesitate to 

contact me at any time for 

either of these needs or any 

questions. Thank you for your help with this very 

important fundraiser for HAAQG! 
 

AccuQuilt Demonstration 
By Ary Anderson 
 

At the March meeting, you can register for the April 

6th demonstration with Laura Strickland. She’ll be 

showing how to ‘Get the Most out of your AccuQuilt 

Machine’. You do not need to bring any supplies to 

this demonstration. Come and learn how to use 

your machine more effectively! The time is 1-4pm 

and the cost is $25 for members. The sign-up sheet is 

also at the end of this newsletter. 
 

Community Service 
By Cindy Lee & Sara Thompson 
 

There will be sew days for Community Service on 

March 8th and 9th. Anyone that can donate any 

time for those 2 days would be great. Sewing times 

are 9am – 4pm both days. Donations of 5” squares 

or strips are welcome for 9-patches and 

disappearing 9-patches. We will cut, sew, press and 

create. Hope to see you there!  
 

Sewing Studio - Sell Raffle Tickets 
By Ary Anderson 

At the March meeting there will be a sign-up sheet 

for you to select a time slot or two to sell tickets for 

our raffle quilt at the Sewing Studio’s Grand 

Opening on March 22, 23, and 24. Their new store 

will be where Whitacker’s Furniture used to be at 

704 S. Broadway in Hudson. This is a ‘two-fer’ – you 

help the guild by selling tickets AND you get to see 

the new Sewing Studio! They invited us to display 

the quilt and sell tickets that weekend – isn’t that 

nice!? 
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Guild Elections 
By Stormy Helton 

I’m pleased to announce the slate for the 2024 – 

2025 guild officers: 
 

President – Ary Anderson 

Vice President – Connie Jo Carstens 

Treasurer – Gary Riss 

Secretary – Becky Carter 
 

Elections will be held via paper ballot at the 

March meeting. 
 

Guests at the March Meeting 
By Ary Anderson 

The Decatur Quilt Guild will be our guest at the 

March 7th meeting. They will display and sell 

tickets for their raffle quilt, ‘The Patriot’. 

Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5. Part of their sales 

will be to support the Mason County Honor 

Guard.  

You might want to bring your address labels to 

the meeting to quickly fill out your raffle tickets. 
 

2024 Mennonite Relief Sale 
By Mary Sanko 

The 2024 Mennonite Relief Sale will be a one-

day sale on March 16th at the Interstate Center. 

Do you have a wall hanging, 

baby, lap, or bed quilt you’d 

consider donating to their 

auction? Bring donations to the 

HAAQG’s meeting on March 7th or 

make arrangements with Mary 

Sanko. If possible, please provide a picture of 

your quilt. Proceeds from the Sale fund local 

food pantries and worldwide relief efforts. This is 

also a tangible way to give back to the 

Mennonite Church where we meet each 

month. The Committee greatly appreciates your 

consideration and support.  
 

 

  
Happy March Birthday! 

 

 
 

 

March birthdays – please bring a dozen treats to the 

meeting. Store bought or homemade are both great! 

The guild will provide plates and napkins. 
 

2024 Challenge Quilt 
By Kathleen Schwitzner 

Have you started your 

Challenge Quilt for 2024? This 

year you need to work with solid 

black to go with our guild’s art 

deco theme of Roaring Through 

the 20’s. We’ll have the same 

guidelines as last year’s 

challenge (see below). You can use any black of your 

choosing but it must be a black solid.  

Here are the guidelines: 

• it must range in size from 5”x7” to 20” x 20” 

• the black fabric must appear on the front 

• use as much or as little black as you want 

• it must be a finished project with sewn edges 

The 2023 Ruby Challenge had so many beautiful items – 

it will be fun to see what we can do with black in 2024! 

 

Susan Bordner March 2 

Leslie Frizzell March 3 

Patricia Milashoski March 3 

Carol Rice March 3 

Barb Stevens March 4 

Becky Berry March 7 

Helen McCalla March 9 

Andi Grimes March 11 

Susan Carney March 15 

Deb Clement March 17 

Gerry Schrock March 19 

Jodi Taylor March 21 

Lily Beal March 23 

Linda Williams March 23 

Vicky Kramer March 24 

Roberta O’Mara March 25 

Virginia Snow March 26 

Pam Laws March 27 
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Quilt Spectrum Postcards 
By Jenny Pettinger 
 

You’re encouraged to pass out the Quilt 

Spectrum publicity postcards these next couple 

of months. I just took some to an out-of-town 

retreat and sold a bunch of raffle tickets! I am 

happy to get some to you – just let me know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry Donations 
By Jenny Pettinger 

 

For each meeting that’s held in-person at the 

church, you are encouraged to bring a non-

perishable food item. The church requests items 

that have a relatively long shelf life such as mac 

and cheese, canned veggies/fruit/soup, dry 

pasta, pasta sauce or granola bars. Also be sure 

your donations haven’t expired. Thank you! 

 

Recap for March Meeting 
By Ary Anderson 

 

It will be so good to meet in person again in 

March! Here’s a review for March’s meeting - 

 

THINGS TO BRING: 

 

• SCRAPS, boutique items, address labels, food 

items for the church’s food pantry 

 

THINGS TO DO: 

 

• sign up to sell raffle tickets at Sewing Studio’s 

Open House on March 22, 23 and 24 

• sign up for Laura Strickland’s AccuQuilt class 

on April 6th from 1-4pm 

• sign up to have a quilt appraised at the Quilt 

Spectrum 

• get fitted for a volunteer sash for the Quilt 

Spectrum 

 
 

   

2024  

HANDS ALL AROUND CALENDAR 
 

 

Library 
By Joann Briggs 

The Library will once again be 

open for business starting at the 

March meeting. We are now 

accepting your books and 

bundled magazines. They’ll be 

sold at the Stash Sale in 

August for $2 book / bundle. 
 

 

 

Mary Weakman, Judy Bennington & Joann Briggs 
 

Bus Trip Update 
By Jenny Pettinger 

The June 20th bus trip to the Naperville Public 

Library to hear Connie Martin’s Negro Spirituals 

presentation – along with a little shop hopping – 

has unfortunately been cancelled. Lynn Harris 

and I discovered the cost to do this proved to 

be very high. Those who expressed interest in 

going have been contacted. Of course you are 

encouraged to go on your own if you want. 

 

 
 

 

2024 
 

Mar 7 
Guild Meeting (back to in-person) 

    Panel Discussion with Longarmers 

Guild Meeting 

    Panel Discussion with Longarmers 

Mar 8 & 9 
Sew Days 

    Mennonite Church of Normal 

Apr 4 
Guild Meeting 

    Quilt Spectrum Prep 

Apr 6 
Getting the Most Out of Your AccuQuilt 

     Laura Strickland 

Apr 19&20 Quilt Spectrum 

May 2 Salad Supper & 2025 Sign Ups 
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